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NATIONALLY RENOWNED HISTORIANS DISCUSS THE ROLE OF MEDIA AND FILM IN HISTORY WITH SAN ANTONIO HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

Educational program part of Ford Smithsonian Scholars in the Schools
San Antonio, Tex. (May 7, 2009) – Two renowned historians will meet with students and faculty on May 18 and 19 at four North East ISD high schools to discuss the impact and influence that print media and films have had in history. The “Ford Smithsonian Scholars in the Schools” program comes to San Antonio thanks to a partnership between the Smithsonian Institution and Ford Motor Company Fund, the community relations and philanthropic arm of Ford Motor Company. 

 “We are excited to work with two strong education leaders through our continued partnership with Ford Motor Company Fund and our collaboration with the Smithsonian Institution,” said Dr. Richard A. Middleton, superintendent of schools. “This opportunity will give our students a fresh perspective on how their studies apply outside the classroom and how history has shaped our lives.”

Smithsonian Scholar Max Alvarez, an independent film historian and popular lecturer, will discuss how motion pictures have served as powerful tools for governments and political leaders. Through a 40-minute presentation entitled “Propaganda in the Movies,” Alvarez will also show featured clips from a variety of 20th and 21st century films to demonstrate how movies have been used to sway public opinion on a variety of issues including wars and public policy throughout history. Students will then be asked to identify propaganda used in the dialogue of a film. In teams they will then rewrite the dialogue so that it doesn’t contain propaganda. 

James Barber, a historian at the National Portrait Gallery, will explain how print media has interpreted news and newsmakers through original art. Barber is the curator of the “Time Collection,” which includes nearly 2,000 original works of art that once appeared on the covers of Time magazine. Through his lecture, “TIME Magazine and the Art of Persuasion,” he will explore the various ways—positive, negative and propagandistic—“Time” magazine conveys news stories to a mass audience. He will also examine the creativity of artists commissioned by “Time” to design compelling covers. At this session, students will be asked to design their own Time magazine cover using symbolism and other tools they will have learned that the magazine has used for its own covers. 

The Smithsonian worked closely with North East ISD in San Antonio in the design of the program and topics covered in order to ensure that they match with current classroom learning and skill level.

“The ‘Ford Smithsonian Scholars in the Schools’ enables us to increase our national outreach programs, which focus on expanding how the Smithsonian engages the interest and involvement of the American public in the places where they live,” said Barbara Tuceling, director of The Smithsonian Associates.

The four North East high schools—MacArthur (2923 Bitters Road), Roosevelt (5110 Walzem Road), Churchill (12049 Blanco Road) and Lee (1400 Jackson-Keller)— where Alvarez and Barber will make presentations are currently using the Ford Partnership for Advanced Studies (Ford PAS) curriculum. Ford PAS is an academically-rigorous curriculum taught through the lens of a career that prepares students for college and high-wage, high-skills fields such as business, engineering, technology, alternative energy, global economics and other challenging fields. The curriculum is supported through professional development for teachers and networking opportunities between business partners, educators and students. Ford PAS was developed by Ford Motor Company Fund in partnership with Education Development Center, Inc.  It is currently being used in 300 sites across 26 states.

 “While education has always been a top priority at Ford, it is even more important in times like these,” said Jim Vella, President, Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services. “We owe it to our youth to provide them with every opportunity to be prepared and successful for careers in a global economy.”

The presentations and lectures are part of the “Ford Smithsonian Scholars in the Schools” program coordinated by the Regional Programs department of The Smithsonian Associates. The Regional Programs department presents educational and cultural events that highlight and complement the work of the Smithsonian Institution to audiences outside the Washington, DC area. The goal of the project is to take the Institution’s world-renowned scholars and researchers into local communities, where they can share their knowledge and enthusiasm for learning with students. Ford has sponsored Smithsonian visits to schools in over 20 communities. For more information about The Smithsonian Associates’ Regional Programs, call 202-633-8631 or visit www.smithsonianassociates.org. 



###
Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services is committed to creating opportunities that promote corporate citizenship, philanthropy, volunteerism and cultural diversity for those who live in the communities where Ford operates. Celebrating its 60th anniversary in 2009 and made possible by funding from Ford Motor Company, Ford Motor Company Fund supports initiatives and institutions that foster innovative education, auto-related safety, and American heritage and legacy. National programs include Ford Partnership for Advanced Studies, which provides high school students with academically rigorous 21st century learning experiences, and Driving Skills for Life, a teen-focused auto safety initiative. The Ford Volunteer Corps, established in 2005, continues Ford’s legacy of caring worldwide. Through the Volunteer Corps, Ford employees and retirees participate in a wide range of volunteer projects in their communities. For more information on programs made possible by Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services, visit www.community.ford.com. 

About NEISD
North East ISD has close to 70 schools and magnet programs with a fall 2008 enrollment more than 63,000 students. NEISD employs nearly 9,000 people. It is the second largest public school district in the San Antonio area and the ninth largest in the state. NEISD has 19 Exemplary schools, the most in Bexar County, and is a Recognized district. More information about NEISD can be found at www.neisd.net. 
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