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ST. JOHNS TEACHERS PARTICIPATED IN TRAINING ON TEACHING STUDENTS IMPORTANT WORKPLACE SKILLS

Ford Partnership for Advanced Studies (Ford PAS) Regional Mini-Institute February 13 

St. Augustine, FL.—Sixty-five educators from St. Johns, Baker, Clay, Duval and Nassau County school districts and three students from the Academy for Future teachers from St. Johns participated in a professional development session focused on the skills students will need to succeed in the future workplace. This Ford Partnership for Advanced Studies (Ford PAS) Regional Mini-Institute, hosted by St. Johns County School District (SJCSD), was held at the new Ponte Vedra High School. Attendees were introduced to the Ford PAS curriculum and learned how to incorporate it into their teaching in sectors ranging from health care to environmental services, business and engineering.

“Preparing our students for life and work in a highly technological and global society is a challenge which faces all educators.  One of the ways that our region is addressing this need is through partnerships with organizations that focus on project-based learning.  Through this type of hands-on activity, our students are able to practice new skills and deepen their understanding of new information, as well as design questions that generate and test hypotheses about their learning.  Ford PAS engages students in activities that enhance their knowledge of academic content,” said Jay Steele, SJCSD Director of Career Education.

Ford PAS is a dynamic high school curriculum currently being used across the nation. It encourages students to work together to solve real-world problems and identify opportunities in fields such as business, engineering, technology, alternative energy, global economics and other challenging fields. The curriculum is enhanced through professional development for teachers and networking opportunities between business partners, educators and students. It was developed by Ford Motor Company Fund, the philanthropic arm of the company, in partnership with Education Development Center, Inc. 

“St. Johns is committed to providing on-going professional development for their teachers to engage in new teaching and learning strategies through Ford PAS.  What is even more exciting is that the teachers will be joined by three high school students who are currently attending the St. Johns County Academy of Future Teachers at St. Augustine High. What a terrific opportunity for these students to sit alongside their teachers, learning as their peers,” said Cheryl Carrier, Program Director, 21st Century Education Programs, Ford Motor Company Fund. 

St. Johns County was recently designated a Ford PAS Next Generation Learning Community and this training is one of the benefits Ford provides to these communities.  

“My goal as a teacher is to incorporate the most effective tools in the classroom so that my students are ready and qualified to be productive in tomorrow’s job market,” said Michelle Kisch, business teacher at Pedro Menendez High School. “Through this training, I’m excited to learn more about how I can achieve that goal.”

Teachers also participated in a series of activities taken from the Ford PAS curriculum in order to learn how the curriculum is taught. One example is an activity called Inventive Thinking, where students develop a new product that fills the need for a consumer group and then describes the impact this product will have on society. They also explored activities from a new personal finance module and from the global economics theme. 

The Ford PAS Regional Mini-Institute was organized through the collaborative efforts of Ford Motor Company Fund; St. Johns County School District; the Jacksonville Regional Chamber of Commerce; and the partners in Baker, Clay, Duval and Nassau school districts.

###

About Ford PAS

Created in partnership with the Education Development Center, Inc. (EDC), Ford PAS provides high-school students with high-quality, interdisciplinary learning experiences that challenge them academically and develop their problem-solving, critical thinking and communication skills. It enhances this curriculum by providing professional development for teachers and networking opportunities between communities using Ford PAS. 

About Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services

Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services is committed to creating opportunities that promote corporate citizenship, philanthropy, volunteerism and cultural diversity for those who live in the communities where Ford operates.  Celebrating its 60th anniversary in 2009 and made possible by funding from Ford Motor Company, Ford Motor Company Fund supports initiatives and institutions that foster innovative education, auto-related safety, and American heritage and legacy.  National programs include Ford Partnership for Advanced Studies, which provides high school students with academically rigorous 21st century learning experiences, and Driving Skills for Life, a teen-focused auto safety initiative.  The Ford Volunteer Corps, established in 2005, continues Ford's legacy of caring worldwide.  Through the Volunteer Corps, Ford employees and retirees participate in a wide range of volunteer projects in their communities. For more information on programs made possible by Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services, visit www.community.ford.com. 
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