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SAN ANTONIO TEACHERS PARTICIPATE IN TRAINING ON TEACHING STUDENTS IMPORTANT WORKPLACE SKILLS

Ford Partnership for Advanced Studies (Ford PAS) Regional Mini-Institute Jan. 22-23rd 

San Antonio, Tex.—Sixty-five educators from San Antonio and other school districts in Texas will participate in a professional development session focused on the skills students will need to succeed in the future workplace. This Ford Partnership for Advanced Studies (Ford PAS) Regional Mini-Institute, hosted by Alamo Community College District (ACCD), will be held at the Advanced Technology Center. Attendees will learn how to incorporate Ford PAS into their teaching and also hear from leading San Antonio business leaders from sectors ranging from health care to manufacturing and engineering about the top skills they look for in their employees. 

“Preparing our students for life and work in a highly technological and global society is a challenge which faces all educators.  One of the ways that SAISD is addressing this need is through partnerships with organizations that focus on project-based learning.  Through project-based learning, our students are able to practice new skills and deepen their understanding of new information, as well as design questions that generate and test hypotheses about their learning.  Ford PAS engages students in activities that enhance their knowledge of academic content,” said Mary “Betty” Burks, Deputy Superintendent, San Antonio Independent School District.
Ford PAS is a dynamic high school curriculum currently being used in San Antonio schools. It encourages students to work together to solve real-world problems and identify opportunities in fields such as business, engineering, technology, alternative energy, global economics and other challenging fields. The curriculum is enhanced through professional development for teachers and networking opportunities between business partners, educators and students. It was developed by Ford Motor Company Fund, the philanthropic arm of the company, in partnership with Education Development Center, Inc. 

“We have a long history of supporting education initiatives in San Antonio and are excited to play a role in bringing together educators and business leaders to benefit our youth,” said Cheryl Carrier, Program Director, 21st Century Education Programs, Ford Motor Company Fund. 

On Friday, students from San Antonio will share their Ford PAS experiences with the teachers. In addition, representatives from leading San Antonio companies such as University Health Systems, HEB, McCombs Ford, San Antonio Manufacturing Association, Instruments Technology Machines (ITM), RJRivera Engineering and the San Antonio Police Department will participate in a discussion with the teachers. In order to help teachers connect the Ford PAS curriculum with how it relates to the real world, these business leaders will share what skills are needed to thrive in today’s work environment such as teamwork, problem-solving and communicating. 

“My goal as a teacher is to incorporate the most effective tools in the classroom so that my students are ready and qualified to be productive in tomorrow’s job market,” said Aleida Villarreal. “Through this training, I’m excited to learn more about how I can achieve that goal.”

Teachers will also participate in a series of activities taken from the Ford PAS curriculum in order to learn how the curriculum is taught. One example is an activity called Inventive Thinking, where students develop a new product that fills the need for a consumer group and then describes the impact this product will have on society.

The Ford PAS Regional Mini-Institute is being organized through the collaborative efforts of Ford Motor Company Fund; the Greater San Antonio Chamber of Commerce; the San Antonio Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and the Alamo Community College District. 
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