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ELK GROVE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT BECOMES NATIONAL 
FORD PAS RESOURCE HUB

Elk Grove Unified will partner with Ford Motor Company Fund to create an innovative new resource center to provide professional development for transformational teaching and learning 
Elk Grove, Calif. May 14, 2009 – Ford Motor Company Fund, the community relations and philanthropic arm of Ford Motor Company, announced today it is partnering with Elk Grove Unified School District to create a new resource hub to provide professional development for transformational teaching and learning using its award winning curriculum, Ford Partnership for Advanced Studies (Ford PAS), as the context. This education program is currently used in over 400 sites nationally, including 60 sites in California.  The new hub will support schools from across California and all around the nation to implement this innovative 21st century educational initiative. The State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O’Connell participated in the announcement at Laguna Creek High School. 
Ford PAS is an academically-rigorous curriculum taught through the lens of a career. It prepares students for college and high-wage, high-skill fields including business, engineering, technology, design, alternative energy and global economics. The curriculum, which is enhanced through professional development for teachers, brings together all parts of the community -- business partners, higher education, high schools, teachers, community organizations, and students – to provide career-relevant learning opportunities for students.  It was developed by Ford Motor Company Fund in partnership with Education Development Center, Inc. 
“Investing in education is a top priority for Ford Motor Company Fund. We understand that education programs help strengthen communities by providing students with the tools they will need to compete and succeed in a global economy,” said Cheryl Carrier, program director, 21st Century Education Programs, Ford Motor Company Fund.  

Educators from the 27 states currently using Ford PAS will have the opportunity to tap into this resource hub to access training and insights on teaching 21st century skills.  Each year, Elk Grove Unified will coordinate other professional development sessions that will introduce other teachers and administrators to this dynamic education program. 
“This is an incredible opportunity for Elk Grove Unified to work with educators across California and the country to help teachers have the tools they need to teach their students crucial skills they will need to succeed in the real world, such as team-building, communications and problem-solving,” said Elk Grove Unified School District Superintendent Steven M. Ladd, Ed.D. 
Elk Grove Unified will launch this resource hub through a two-day professional development session for forty educators from the area. In addition, they will participate in activities taken from the Ford PAS curriculum, including its new alternative energy and sustainability course, which focuses on energy consumption and potential alternative energy sources, from solar to hydrogen to nuclear energy. 

 “The Ford PAS professional development being offered at Elk Grove Unified allows me to ensure my students are learning key academic and career technical education skills," said William Giovannetti, Manufacturing, Production and Technology Academy coordinator at Laguna Creek High School.
The Elk Grove Unified School District is the fifth largest school district in California, and is a top-performer recognized throughout the state and the nation as a leader in progressive education.  In the 2007-2008 school year, the district, which is located in Southern Sacramento County, serves more than 62,000 students. 
###

About Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services
Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services is committed to creating opportunities that promote corporate citizenship, philanthropy, volunteerism and cultural diversity for those who live in the communities where Ford operates. Celebrating its 60th anniversary in 2009 and made possible by funding from Ford Motor Company, Ford Motor Company Fund supports initiatives and institutions that foster innovative education, auto-related safety, and American heritage and legacy. National programs include Ford Partnership for Advanced Studies, which provides high school students with academically rigorous 21st century learning experiences, and Driving Skills for Life, a teen-focused auto safety initiative. The Ford Volunteer Corps, established in 2005, continues Ford’s legacy of caring worldwide. Through the Volunteer Corps, Ford employees and retirees participate in a wide range of volunteer projects in their communities. For more information on programs made possible by Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services, visit www.community.ford.com. 

-more-


