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IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BAKERSFIELD DESIGNATED AS A FORD PAS NEXT GENERATION 

LEARNING COMMUNITY
Recognition Acknowledges Bakersfield’s Commitment to Increasing Student Success 

BAKERSFIELD, Calif., July 14, 2009 – Bakersfield was designated as a Ford Partnership for Advanced Studies (Ford PAS) Next Generation Learning Community today by Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services, the philanthropic and community relations arm of Ford Motor Company.  The community—the thirteenth in the nation—was selected because of its willingness to align community resources and link local workforce and economic development efforts with relevant high school reform.  


“Education is a top priority for Ford Motor Company Fund,” said Jim Vella, president, Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services. “The Ford PAS Next Generation Learning Community network aims to strengthen communities through education by giving students the skills they need to succeed and thrive in a global economy.”


As a part of this recognition, the Ford PAS Next Generation Learning Community advisory team will provide technical support to the Bakersfield community and it will have access to a variety of support, including the following:

· Access to the award-winning Ford Partnership for Advanced Studies (Ford PAS) curriculum – an academically rigorous, highly engaging high school curriculum that provides opportunities for students and teachers to engage in real world projects, preparing students for success in college and work in the 21st century. 

· Technical assistance to help the community in its efforts to re-imagine and design high school education for the 21st Century, such as professional development for educators on Ford PAS, strategies for identifying and connecting with local employers and industry,  and aligning the program with future workforce needs of the community. 

· Membership in the Ford PAS Next Generation Learning Community national network, including access to mentoring from the other 12 communities within the network on how to build a successful and sustainable program. 

“As the largest high school district in California, it is imperative that business supports community education initiatives to help ensure that high quality programs are leading to skills that we need in Bakersfield and the state,” said Debbie Moreno, President/CEO, Bakersfield Chamber of Commerce. “We are grateful to Ford Motor Company Fund for designating Bakersfield as a Next Generation Learning Community and for the support that they will provide that will have a positive impact on our community and our students as they transition to higher education and the workplace." 

Bakersfield and Kern County are working to assure that developed career themed courses will help meet future workforce and economic development trends. Bakersfield and Kern County's currently have thirteen programs that focus on specific career pathways and are among the oldest in the state and include the newly established Energy and Utility Career Academy at Independence High School.  When students learn their academics through the lens of career, they begin to understand the value and power of their education.  

“With real-world skills as a critical component of career pathways, my students are more engaged and are learning important skills such as critical-thinking, problem-solving, working in teams and communication. We are thrilled that our community is being recognized and supported by Ford Motor Company Fund and the Ford PAS program,” said Connie Grumling, Assistant Principal at Independence High School.
###

About Bakersfield Chamber of Commerce 
The Greater Bakersfield Chamber of Commerce is a private, membership based organization dedicated to building a strong local economy, promoting our community, representing the interests of business with government and providing networking and business education opportunities.  

About Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services
Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services is committed to creating opportunities that promote corporate citizenship, philanthropy, volunteerism and cultural diversity for those who live in the communities where Ford operates.  Celebrating its 60th anniversary in 2009 and made possible by funding from Ford Motor Company, Ford Motor Company Fund supports initiatives and institutions that foster innovative education, auto-related safety, and American heritage and legacy.  National programs include Ford Partnership for Advanced Studies, which provides high school students with academically rigorous 21st century learning experiences, and Driving Skills for Life, a teen-focused auto safety initiative.  The Ford Volunteer Corps, established in 2005, continues Ford's legacy of caring worldwide.  Through the Volunteer Corps, Ford employees and retirees participate in a wide range of volunteer projects in their communities. For more information on programs made possible by Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services, visit www.community.ford.com. 
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